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                       Otterburn Parish Council 

Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 December, 2018 
Between 7.30pm and 8.00pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall 

MINUTES 

Present - Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols and Ruth Appleby,  
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk,  

1. Apologies for absence – There were from George Peto, Steven Farrell & Gemma Cook 

2. Declarations of interest – None declared.    
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting, having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair 
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle Was unable to attend the meeting.  
5. Matters arising 

a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update:  The Clerk advised that the CIC website was due to go live from 20 December 
and that a flyer of the details for funding distributed to all properties within the catchment area would be 
going out in January. Meantime if there were anyone seeking details of possible funding options they should 
contact the CIC Administrator, Jane Cartridge at admin@raywindfund.co.uk  Following the meeting of the 
decision panel the previous day Community Foundation would be in touch within next three weeks advising 
if applicants had been successful or not.    
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: The Clerk advised he had not heard from Neil Snowdon (NCC) recently and 
had nothing new to report but that he would continue to chase for action of the various matters within the 
parish. There was discussion how bad the traffic sometimes got when, in particular, school buses were parked 
on the side of the road whilst other drivers had parked their vehicles along the road.    
c) item 5c: Location of public seating in Otterburn:  It was agreed to push this matter to the next meeting.   
d) item 5e: Post Office service in Otterburn: It was noted how well the Post Office service was being used in the 
first few weeks and there was discussion as to how to ensure this continued.   
e) item 5g: Community Speed Watch scheme: The Clerk advised he had heard from Cllr Peto who believed PC Lee 
Davison who had spoken about the CSW had been transferred away. Whilst he advised he would look to 
establish who would be taking on this role it was acknowledged in the meantime volunteers needed to be 
found before requesting local training and establishment of the scheme locally.   
f) item 5h: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided details of the forthcoming events. 
g) item 5i: Footpath connecting Willow Green to Children’s Play Area: The Clerk provided details following a meeting 
with Michael Patrick (NCC). NCC would not be adopting the path for a number of reasons including that the 
width did not meet the 1.8m requirement and that the current path was not made of the materials that NCC 
could accept. Mr Patrick advised it may be possible for it to be classified as a footpath but he was unsure of 
the requirements and implications however he would ask his colleague to update the Clerk. The Clerk advised 
he had spoken to Mr Lynn the land owner who advised he had made it the current width based on agreement 
with the Parish Council. Various options were discussed but it was agreed to wait until further details came 
from NCC. 
h) item 8a: Grass cutting of the green at Willow Green: The Chair advised he had spoken to Jennifer Care of 
Revitalising Redesdale who reported that there were a number of options possible for using some of the land 
as a wild flower meadow. 
i) item 8b: State of the public toilets: The Clerk advised he had spoken to Geoff Cairns (NCC) who had apologised 
that the improvements had not as yet happened but were due to in the next couple of weeks. 
j) item 8e: Christmas tree and Christmas Eve carols: There was discussion of progress of both of these matters and 
agreement how to proceed.    
 
6. Finance 

 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for November, 2018: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was agreed.  
b) Parish Council budget update setting 2019-20 precept and adoption of 2017-18 accounts: The Clerk provided a 
summary of the Parish Council finances. It was agreed by the Councillors to maintain the precept at the 
present level and the accounts were agreed.    
c) Payment of invoice for Remembrance wreath: The payment of £18.50 was agreed. 
d) Payment of invoice to Clerks & Councils Direct: The annual subscription of £12.00 was agreed.   
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e) Payment of invoice to Spanglefish: The payment of £29.95 including VAT for the website subscription was 
agreed.    
f) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt: The Clerk advised that the payment of £45.00 had been agreed between 
meetings and payment made.    
 

7. Planning  
a) 18/03683/FUL: Demolition of existing annexes to the north of the dwelling and addition of a two storey extension and new 
porch. Addition of new windows and new front door into the existing building fabric: 3 Old Town Cottages, Otterburn, NE19 
1JZ: This matter had been covered via email between the Councillors between Parish Council meetings. The 
Clerk advised he had subsequently advised NNC that the Parish Council supported the application.   
b) 18/03820/CCD: Single storey flat roof extension to existing first school providing teaching and breakout space to the rear of 
the building: Otterburn First School, NE19 1JF: The Clerk confirmed he had received support from the 
Councillors via emails for this application and had notified NCC. 
c) 18/004052/RENE: Installation of an AquaZoom vortex hydro turbine with associated intake structure, channel, basin 
and outfall pipe buried within existing bank. Includes enabling works, temporary construction compound, temporary vehicular 
access and permanent buried cable to connect to electricity network: Land at Otterburn Mill, NE19 1JT: The Chair advised 
he had been approached by a resident who wished to highlight some concerns over the application. 
Subsequently the Chair advised he had undertaken some research to highlight what the Parish Council could 
and could not comment on in respect of the application. Following discussion between the Councillors it was 
agreed to support the application. 
 
8. New Business 

a) Replacement of Jubilee sign at Percy Cross: The Chair provided details of the sign he had discovered at the Percy 
Cross and the poor condition that it was in. He spoke of a proposal to replace this with a new sign attached 
to the wall surrounding the site and this was agreed by Councillors.   
b) Gritting in Otterburn: The Clerk reported he had been advised by NCC the route to Hopefoot Cottages 
beyond the junction to Willow Green did not warrant grit bins being installed. However Glen Harrison 
(NCC) advised he would make arrangements for piles of grit to be left at certain points along the roadside so 
that local residents could spread across the road when necessary.  
c) Falling tree on road to Hopefoot Cottages: Cllr Nichols advised she had been notified by Cllr Cook that the tree 
had fallen on to the road however the matter was being dealt with to get it cleared.    
d) Snow and ice clearance planning: It was agreed that where possible volunteers would be engaged as and when 
necessary to clear high priority footpaths of any snow and ice this winter.   
e) Green Dog Walker Campaign: The Clerk advised he had been promised further posters and dog mess bags 
from NCC that should be delivered the following week. It was agreed to put up additional posters providing 
details as to how people can report dog owners who did not clear up after their dog.  Following discussion it 
was agreed to approach Slate & Nature in West Woodburn to purchase three dog poo bag holders and 
locations where to install these were agreed.  
 

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 
a) The Chair advised he had been approached about the state of the footpaths at the Otterburn Hall Estate. It 
was noted that these were recognised footpaths and that it was the land owner’s responsibility to ensure these 
were clear. It was agreed to approach NNPA to request that action was taken for improvements to be made.  
   
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 5 February, 2019 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.    
Meeting closed 8.00pm                           
 


